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interactive storytelling
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how does interactivity
assist digital storytelling?
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galleries & 
slideshows browsing / sequencing of audiovisual media
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timelines the chronology of long-running stories
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maps location and classification of events
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charts & 
graphics visualization and exploration of data
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visualizing data is 
a means of communication

Tuesday, 26 October 2010



Tufte’s rules of 
graphical excellence

•   Show the data
•   Avoid distorting what the data have to say
•   Induce the viewer to think about the substance rather than the methodology
•   Present many numbers in a small space
•   Make large data sets coherent
•   Encourage the eye to compare different pieces of data
•   Reveal the data at several levels of detail, from broad overview to fine structure
•   Serve a reasonably clear purpose
•   Be closely integrated with the statistical and verbal descriptions of a data set
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before a sea of tables in digital documents
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after the guardian atlas of public spending
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in other words...

Graphical excellence is the well-designed presentation of interesting data - 
a matter of substance, of statistics and of design.

Graphical excellence is that which gives the viewer the greatest number of 
ideas in the shortest time with the least ink in the smallest space.

Graphical excellence consists of complex ideas communicated with 
clarity, precision and efficiency.
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Minard “...the best statistical graph ever drawn”
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how does interactivity
assist data visualisation?
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afghan
war logs 

non-linear narratives -
exploring events in space and time
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election 
swingometer

interactivity as discovery -
simple actions guide complex outcomes
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spending
challenge

open-ended systems -
allowing readers to choose their own path

Tuesday, 26 October 2010



how can data be made 
more engaging to the public? 
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datablog opening up the data behind the stories
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MPs  
expenses inviting readers to investigate
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carbon 
calculators encouraging users to explore
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visualisation going beyond communication
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