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An overview of London 

02:Population 

The most recent offi cial estimate of London’s population, for mid-2001, showed there to be 

7.19 million residents, an annual average increase of about 19,000 since 1981. 

In 2001 natural population growth (births less deaths) in London accounted for 70 per cent 

of the total natural growth of the UK even though London was home to only 12 per cent of 

the total population. 

London’s average annual migration net infl ow was nearly 14,000 in the period 1996-2001 

A regular feature of the migration patterns within the UK is that 60 to 65 per cent of those 

leaving London move to the adjacent South East or East of England regions. 

London had a higher proportion of females than males among its resident population in the 

2001 Census at 52 per cent. 

The 2001 Census showed that 2.1 million people belonging to a minority ethnic group lived 

in London. This accounted for 29 per cent of the city’s total population. 

Households with one person living alone made up 35 per cent of London households 

including nearly half of households in Westminster and Kensington and Chelsea, and 60 per 

cent of households in the City of London. 

03:Environment 

There were about 14,000 hectares of land in agricultural holdings in London in June 2001, 

39 per cent of which was arable land. 

London had over 18,000 entries in the list of buildings of architectural or historic interest: 

566 of these were Grade I and 1,260 Grade II*. 

Each household in London produces 1.1 tonnes of waste a year, and the quantity is growing 

at 2.5 per cent per annum. 

The half-century since the great London smog of December 1952 has seen a marked 

reduction in the pollutants associated with coal burning, whereas the pollutants of greatest 

concern in London now come from road traffic. 

56 per cent of London’s rivers and canals are rated ‘Fairly good’ or better. 

In 2002, rainfall in London exceeded 700 mm (27.5 inches) for the third year running – a 

figure otherwise exceeded only twice since 1940. 

04:Housing 

Right to buy sales in London decreased from over 11,400 in 2000/01 to under 10,000 sales 

in 2001/02. 

There were under half a million privately rented dwellings in London in 2002. 

Annual completions of new dwellings have fallen over the last 20 years from over 23,000 in 

1980/81 to just over 14,000 in 2001/02. 

In 2001/02, 73 per cent of new dwellings completed in London were by the private sector. 

In March 2002 nearly 53,000 households were accepted as homeless by the boroughs and 

living in temporary accommodation. This was 88 per cent higher than levels in 1997. 

At the end of 2002 the average property price in London was over £210,000 (based on the 

average price for all transactions, from the ODPM five per cent survey of mortgage lenders). 



05:Economy 

Gross Value Added (GVA) per head on a residence basis was higher in London in 1999, at 

nearly £17,000, than the United Kingdom as a whole which was just under £13,000. 

GVA per head on a workplace basis in Inner London leads not only the rest of the United 

Kingdom, but also the rest of the European Union. 

Gross Disposable Household Income (GDHI) in Inner London was the highest in the United 

Kingdom in 1999. GDHI differs considerably between regions; total income even more so. 

There were 255,000 businesses registered for VAT in London in 2002; over three and a half 

per cent of these had an annual turnover of £5 million or more each. 

Overall, there were an estimated 674,280 businesses in London at the start of 2001. 

The new business registration rate in London during 2001, at 12.6 per cent, was the lowest 

level seen in the last 20 years. 

Over 40 per cent of businesses registered for VAT in London were within business, financial 

and real estate services compared with less than 28 per cent nationally. 

06:Labour Market 

London’s workforce is generally younger than that of the United Kingdom as a whole. In 

spring 2002 the proportion of the labour force aged between 25 and 34 stood at 31 per 

cent in London compared with a UK average of 23 per cent.  

Between 1991 and 2001, the number of employee jobs in the fi nancial and business 

services industry in London increased by more than a half to 1.3 million. 

In 2001 Newham and Tower Hamlets had the lowest employment rate not just in London 

but in the whole of Great Britain at 54 per cent. 

London had a higher proportion of self-employed people than the UK average in spring 

2002 (13.3 per cent compared with 11.3 per cent). 

Men in London were more likely to work part-time than those in the United Kingdom 

overall, while women were less likely to do so. 

The unemployment rate in London stood at 6.9 per cent in spring 2002, one of the highest 

rates in the United Kingdom and 1.6 percentage points higher than the national average. 

In April 2002 the gross weekly earnings of full-time non-manual employees in London were 

on average 33 per cent higher than the UK as a whole for men, while the difference for 

women was 30 per cent. 

07:Education and training 

There are over 3,000 schools, colleges and universities in London. 

In 2002, 72 per cent of three and four year-olds were in education in London, a higher 

participation rate than the average for England. 

By September 2002 over 1,000 Beacon Schools had been established in England; around 

200 of these were in London. 

The proportion of 16 year-olds with no graded results had fallen more in London by 2002 

than the proportion in England as a whole. 

Nearly a fifth of employees in London received some job-related-training in spring 2002. 

Around 45 per cent of the resident labour force in Inner London have a higher education 

qualification compared with 27 per cent of the United Kingdom as a whole. 



08:Living in London 

A third of all households in London in 1999-2002 had a gross weekly income of over £750, 

compared to one fi fth of the United Kingdom as a whole. 

In 2001/02 the weekly average expenditure for Londoners was 16 per cent higher than 

individual expenditure for the UK. 

Around a half of households in London had access to the Internet in 2001/02. 

Results from the 2001 Census show that one in seven people said they suffered from limiting 

long-term illness. 

The proportion of those who said they were non-drinkers was significantly higher in London 

than in the UK as a whole in 2001/02. 

The percentage of detected drug offences in London fell by 5 percentage points between 

2000/01 and 20001/02. 

Criminal Damage and Burglary accounted for a quarter of all notifiable offences committed 

in the capital in 2001/02. 

09:Tourism and leisure 

London had 28 million visitors who stayed one night or more, in 2001. 

In 2001 the capital’s top visitor attractions received 32 million visits. 

The National Gallery was the most popular attraction in the English Tourism Council’s survey 

for the first time in over a decade in 2001, with 4.9 million visits. 

London accounted for over a quarter of the 176 million cinema admissions in Great Britain. 

The Millennium Dome was the largest beneficiary of lottery funds in London – a total of 

£628 million by end 2001. 

Nearly a third of all employees in theatre and cinema sectors worked in London in 2001. 

10:Transport and communication 

Households in London spent £6.10 a week less on motoring than households in the United 

Kingdom as a whole, and £20.70 a week less than households in the South East.  

Total household expenditure on transport in the South East was £12.10 a week higher than 

in London. 

Half of all households in Inner London did not have a car. 

The number of bus journeys increased from 1.1 billion in 1981 to 1.4 billion in 2001/02. 

The number of Underground trips increased by 76 per cent over the same period. 

London airports handled nearly 114 million passengers in 2001, up from 40 million in 1981. 

Londoners spent almost double the amount of the UK as a whole on mobile phones. 

11:Public services 

The number of people on hospital waiting lists in London increased by three per cent from 

2001 to 2002 but average waiting times fell.  

London has higher proportions of single-GP surgeries, female GP’s and older GP’s,but fewer 

part-time GPs, than England generally. 

The proportions of children immunised by their second birthday have continued the 

downward trend reported since 1998/99 and remain several percentage points lower than 

national averages, particularly for the MMR vaccine. 



London had proportionally fewer places in residential homes than England as a whole, 51 

places per 10,000 population compared with 88, and only 32 nursing home places per 

10,000 population compared with 48 in England. 

60 per cent of Londoners who died in fires in 2002 were aged over 60. 

Numbers of front-line ambulance staff have increased by 32 per cent since 1995, to 2,500 

staff in 2003. 
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